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Voters demand more action on world poverty

A YouGov poll published today shows that 70 percent of people eligible to vote – equivalent to 30 million people - have taken action on global poverty since the last election in 2001. However, the British public overwhelming believes political parties must do more to end extreme poverty. 

The poll was commissioned by members of MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY to coincide with World Poverty Day on Sunday 24 April. All the UK’s main political parties say they will use the day to campaign on their plans for tackling poverty in the developing world. 

The poll reveals that 78 percent of people want to see the main political parties do more on fighting global poverty. 82 percent believe that politicians need to respond as urgently to the number of children dying every day in Africa as they did to the Asia Tsunami. Two-thirds think fighting poverty would do more to make the world safe than fighting wars.
MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY is urging for action on trade justice, dropping the debt, and more and better aid at the 2005 G8 Summit, hosted by the British government in Gleneagles this summer.
MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY spokesperson Alison Fenney said, “Every single day, 30,000 children are dying as a result of extreme poverty. This poll tells us that the public are taking action on global poverty. Their campaigning work over the last five years has made global poverty an election issue. They want to see the next government do more on tackling the issues of trade, debt, and aid. On World Poverty Day, political parties must respond on what they are going to do to meet these demands.” 

On trade, 88 percent of those polled believe international trade rules should be rewritten to help people in poor countries to work their way out of poverty.
On debt, 75 percent of people polled agreed that rich donors should cancel the unpayable debts of the poorest countries.

On aid, 50 percent of people polled wanted the UK to meet its commitment to giving 0.7 percent of national income in development aid by 2010 or earlier. Currently Labour and the Conservatives have plans only to meet the target by 2013, while the Liberal Democrats have set 2011 as their target. And almost one in four want the UK to reach the figure by the end of next year.
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Notes for editors 

1. Please contact MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY press officers for further information. 

Dave Ward, Save the Children:  07952 789 040

Patrick Nicholson, CAFOD:  07979781015 

Lys Holdoway, Oxfam:  07778 482 867

Harriet Binet, Oxfam: 07786 110 054

2. The YouGov poll was carried out nationally on 19-21 April 2001. The sample size was 1474 people. Poll results available on request.

3. MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY is a growing coalition of 401 aid agencies, faith groups, unions and other organisations in partnership with the Global Call to Action Against Poverty. 

The campaign was launched on 1 January 2005 and will run until the end of the year. 

The global symbol is a simple white band 

2005 is particularly important as the UK chairs the G8 meeting of powerful countries from 6-8 July and takes on the 6-month presidency of the European Union. MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY challenges the government to deliver trade justice, drop the debt and deliver more and better aid in order to eradicate global poverty. 

25,000 people from the Trade Justice Movement and MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY took part in a vigil in central London on Friday 15 April as part of the Global Week of Action – it was the largest attended demonstration so far during the election period.
