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                      “THE WORLD IS WATCHING”
Photo/Interview opportunity

Stop AIDS Campaign turns ‘Big Brother’ on the G8 leaders, Trafalgar Square, 10.30am, Wednesday, June 15th
Ever wanted to go eyeball to eyeball with the world’s most powerful leaders?  Now’s your chance.  On Wednesday June 15th at 10.30 am, Stop AIDS Campaign will be squaring up to the G8 leaders in Trafalgar Square.  As part of the Make Poverty History mobilisation, Stop AIDS Campaign are calling for the G8 leaders to commit to universal access to care and treatment by 2010.

The recent commitment by the G8 Finance Ministers to universal access to treatment by 2010 was a major step forward in the fight against HIV & AIDS.  However access to treatment without commitment to care is ineffective. 

Stop AIDS Campaign is calling on the G8 leaders to take their Finance Ministers decision one step further by committing themselves to achieving universal access to care and treatment by 2010 at next month’s G8 summit.  The target will require a long-term financial commitment which must begin with the G8 leaders at next month’s summit. 

On Wednesday, June 15th, scores of giant eyeballs will roam free in Trafalgar Square peering down on Tony Blair, and the rest of the G8 leaders, through a giant telescope making sure they know that “The World is Watching”. Watching and waiting for them to take the fight against HIV & AIDS one-step further.  

This is set to be a highly visual event and a warm up to the G8 rally in Edinburgh on July 2nd.  Starting at 10.30am there will be a series of choreographed scenes involving 100+ giant eyeballs, the G8 ministers and a giant telescope.  

Fiona Petit, Chairwoman of The International Community of Woman living with HIV/AIDS in the UK and Augustine Chella, a leading member of the Network of African people living with HIV/AIDS (NAP+), a HIV & AIDS advisor to the World Health Movement and VSO country co-ordinator for Zambia will be also be at the event on Wednesday.  Together with Stop AIDS Campaign they will let the G8 leaders know that the eyes of the world are watching them.

The target of universal access to care and treatment by 2010, as outlined in the Commission for Africa Report, and included in the Labour manifesto, is achievable. It will, however, require genuine action on aid levels, debt relief and trade at the G8 in July.  Real commitment to universal access to care and treatment by 2010 needs real movement on all three of these issues if it is to stand any chance of becoming more than just another announced target that isn’t delivered on.

A limited number of interviews with Augustine Chella are available on the day.

----------Ends----------
Notes to Editors

Stop AIDS Campaign –  Stop AIDS Campaign is a coalition of over seventy charities campaigning for access to care and treatment for the 40 million people living with HIV.  Members include Oxfam, Save the Children, VSO and Actionaid.

Augustine Chella – Currently working as Country Co-ordinator of Zambia for VSO, Augustine is also a member of the World Health Organisations “3x5” global partnership advisory group, which advises the WHO on issues to ensure 3 million people are on ARV treatment by the end of 2005.  He was also instrumental in negotiation a new Coca Cola African foundation to support networks of PLHA (People living with HIV &AIDS) to access treatment initiatives across access. As VSO Country Co-ordinator for Zambia, which is part of RAISA (Regional AIDS initiative for Southern Africa) a VSO initiative, Augustine attends conferences all over the world, including Washington, Geneva and Paris, speaking on issues such as access to treatment and drug availability.
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Leona Daly – 020 8780 7265 - leona.daly@vso.org.uk
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