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July 2005: A GENERATION TAKES ACTION 

 

On 2 July 2005, over 100,000 people gathered in Edinburgh will be watched by the world.

The rally of campaigners from all over the country will be the result of mass mobilisation through the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign, the UK part of the Global Call to Action against Poverty.  They have answered Nelson Mandela’s call to be the generation to make a difference and will spearhead the delivery of a powerful message to world leaders.  Backed by the voices of millions through Live 8 concerts around the world, campaigners in Edinburgh will lay down the challenge to the G8 leaders to make urgent and meaningful policy change on trade justice and debt and deliver more and better aid.  

 

That challenge will be delivered to the heart of Scotland, just as world leaders firm up their negotiating positions and fly in for the G8 summit.  The presence of huge numbers of campaigners in Edinburgh will ensure that the political message shared by those attending Live 8 concerts around the world cannot be misunderstood or ignored. 

 

The rally will feature international speakers, celebrity supporters and music; with campaigners dressed in white marching through the city to form a human white band, the global symbol for the campaign, around the city centre.  Every person in Edinburgh on 2 July will be at the forefront of the global campaign, seen around the world by a massive television audience.

 

From the concerts and an accompanying interactive television show, global campaigners will be invited to join the Edinburgh rally and make their way to Scotland’s capital for Wednesday, 6th July.   On that day, those who have heeded the call will be guests at a special concert, hosting some of the world’s most well-known speakers and top-name music acts. A delegation of eight people, led by Sir Bob Geldof will deliver the world’s message to the G8 leaders. 

 

Richard Curtis, a celebrity supporter of MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY, said ‘We have the unique opportunity to be the generation to say that enough is enough.  Every person forming the white band around Edinburgh will be playing their part in what will be remembered as the day when the world cried out for justice.  Millions of people around the globe will echo that call and join Edinburgh in waiting for leaders to act. Wherever you are, you can be part of this historic day at the start of a historic week – and play your part in insisting that extreme poverty be consigned to the history books.’

 

MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY is a campaign about justice, not charity.  In January of this year, a coalition of UK charities, trade unions, campaigning groups and celebrities launched the campaign as a challenge to Tony Blair, to tackle the issues of trade, aid and debt and ensure the year delivers action rather than just words.  
 

Through engaging a wide range of media, a strong online campaign and a series of mass public events, MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY has garnered the support 3 million people in the UK.  Hundreds of thousands of emails, texts and letters have already been sent to Mr Blair and the campaign has already made real achievements in changing government policy - but more action is needed.  

 

Richard Bennett, Chair of MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY explained ‘The Commission for Africa report, helpful changes in policy around Economic Partnership Agreements and the effort invested to persuade other governments to increase development finance; clearly demonstrate that the UK government can take action effectively, if the political will is there.  

 

But the British public have shown that they expect more.  There must be no hiding behind the G8, the WTO, the World Bank and the EU, the UK government must fight strenuously for concerted international action.  MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY is urging that now is the time for Tony Blair and his new government to achieve through action what they have already committed themselves to in words.’ 

 

 

Following the momentous events of July, MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY will keep up the pressure right through to the end of 2005.  Later in the year, when Tony Blair has unprecedented influence over European policy through the UK holding the EU presidency, the campaign will continue its call for justice at the September UN summit on poverty and security, and as critical world trade negotiations reach their climax in December.

 

How the UK public can get involved:

 

Go to Edinburgh

Join tens of thousands of others in Edinburgh on 2nd July demanding trade justice, debt cancellation, and more and better aid for the world's poorest countries.  The Campaigner's Guide to Edinburgh includes all the information needed to attend the rally and can be downloaded at www.makepovertyhistory.org
 

The white band

The symbol of the campaign is a simple White Band worn anywhere that it can be seen by everyone, showing that the wearer is part of a unique worldwide effort in 2005 to end extreme poverty.  
 
Available at Oxfam, Save the Children shops, Body Shop, Coop or by phone from Save The Children on 0207 012 6400, Action Aid on 01460 238027 or Christian Aid on 08700 787 788, and World Vision: 0870 850 2005. 
 

Add your voice

People can also make their voices heard and exert pressure on Tony Blair and the UK government by sending a white band message, by text, email or post, calling on the government to reverse the injustice of poverty in 2005.  

 

The public can find out how they can get involved at www.makepovertyhistory.org.

 

Ends

 

	For further information on MakePovertyHistory contact:
 
Catherine cullen
020 7561 7572
catherine.cullen@actionaid.org
 
NICKY WIMBLE
020 7820 6943
n.wimble@comicrelief.org.uk
 
	For further information on the Global Call to Action against Poverty contact:
 

KATE NORGROVE

+44 1 4 83 733 335

knorgrove@gmfc.org
 


NOTES FOR EDITORS: 
 

MakePovertyHistory is a unique UK alliance of charities, trade unions, campaigning groups and celebrities in partnership with the Global Call to Action Against Poverty who are mobilising around key opportunities in 2005 to drive forward the struggle against poverty and injustice.

 

1. 1.        The campaign was launched on 1 January 2005 and will run until the end of the year. 

2. 2.        2005 is particularly important as the UK chairs the G8 meeting of powerful countries from 6-8 July and takes on the 6-month presidency of the European Union. 

3. 3.        MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY challenges the government to deliver trade justice, drop the debt and deliver more and better aid in order to eradicate global poverty.

4. 4.        July 1 will be an international ‘White Band Day’. Millions of people will wear the white band and iconic buildings in each continent will be wrapped in the symbol of the campaign to make poverty history.

 


Media information:

For further information; photography; copies of our ‘Make History’ report on global poverty; a full list of coalition members; and for details of our key challenges to government visit the media section of the website: www.makepovertyhistory.org/media
 

Photography:  Username: comic Password: 12qwklnm 
Press list: To join the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY press list please email Catherine.cullen@actionaid.org
