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MAJORITY OF MPs SUPPORT MAKE POVERTY HISTORY

The Make Poverty History coalition today announced that more than half of Westminster MPs have signed an Early Day Motion demanding trade justice, debt cancellation and more and better aid. The news comes as Gordon Brown and Hilary Benn face hard questions from MPs in what is likely to be their last chance before the general election to quiz the ministers in Parliament about the injustice of global poverty. 

MPs have become the latest group after female vicars, Nelson Mandela and dozens of celebrities who’re supporting MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY’s campaign. The total number who have signed EDM No.9 to date is 396 [*CHECK LATEST FIGURE BELOW] – a clear majority of the 659 MPs sitting at Westminster. If the EDM was a Bill, it would now become law – compelling the British Government to deliver trade justice, debt cancellation and better quality aid. 

Andy Atkins of Make Poverty History coalition members Tearfund said: 

“This is a key moment for MPs to reflect the wealth of public support for Make Poverty History’s demands for trade justice, debt cancellation and more and better aid. We urge MPs not to let the Government off the hook on poverty by adding their name to this motion.” 

Early Day Motion No.9 was tabled by Julia Drown MP, the Member for South Swindon. Her EDM welcomes the government's commitment to the Millennium Development Goals, but demands that the government use its influence as it chairs both the G8 Gleneagles summit and the EU to make poverty history. Her EDM has attracted the greatest number of MPs’ signatures of any EDM during this session of Parliament. 

Matt Phillips, of Save the Children – also a member of Make Poverty History - said: 

"MPs from all parties are making it clear to the government that it must make poverty history this year.  They are demanding action, not more rhetoric. This must result in policy changes on things the UK can do to reduce extreme poverty, action to stop forced liberalisation and real pressure from Tony Blair on other world leaders to deliver." 

…ends 

NOTES FOR EDITORS: 

MPs wearing white bands supporting MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY will gather for a photo opportunity on College Green at 11am on Wednesday 9th March. 

*Check the latest number of MPs who have signed EDM No.9 at the following link:
http://edm.ais.co.uk/weblink/html/motions.html/order=1/statusdrop=1/start=881 

EDMs
An Early Day Motion is the term used to describe notices of motions given by Members that are not generally expected to be debated. Effectively, the tabling of an EDM is a device to draw attention to an issue, and to elicit support for it by the means of inviting other Members to add their signatures to the motion. (Source: Parliament website) 

The full text of EDM No.9 is: 

“That this House welcomes the United Kingdom Government's commitment to the Millennium Development Goals; notes with concern that the current debt crisis, trade injustice and shortcomings of aid further exacerbate poverty, inequality, the HIV/AIDS crisis and environmental degradation across the developing world; notes that if the international community is to make poverty history then there needs to be further co-ordinated political action by the world's governments, including the United Kingdom, aimed at trade justice, dropping the debt and providing more and better aid; and calls on the United Kingdom Government to lead the way for change and use its influence when it holds the presidency of the G8 and chairs the EU to make poverty history in 2005.” 


MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY is a growing coalition of more than 300 aid agencies, faith groups, unions and other organisations in partnership with the Global Call to Action Against Poverty. 

1. The campaign was launched on 1 January 2005 and will run until the end of the year. 

2. The global symbol is a simple white band 

2005 is particularly important as the UK chairs the G8 meeting of powerful countries from 6-8 July and takes on the 6-month presidency of the European Union. MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY challenges the government to deliver trade justice, drop the debt and deliver more and better aid in order to eradicate global poverty.
People can support the campaign by signing up at http://www.makepovertyhistory.org/ and 

· by wearing a white band 

· by sending an email, postcard or text to Tony Blair urging him to agree to our demands 

· by joining the Make Poverty History G8 Rally in Edinburgh on July 2 

Please visit the website for copies of our ‘Make History’ report on global poverty; for a full list of coalition members; and for details of our key challenges to government.

For hi-res photographs of the campaign to date, including celebrities wearing the white band, go to http://www.makepovertyhistory.org/private: Username: comic Password: 12qwklnm 

White bands are also available at Oxfam and Save The Children shops or by phone from Save The Children on 0207 012 6400, Action Aid on 01460 238027 or Christian Aid on 08700 787 788, Tearfund on 0845 355 8355 www.tearfund.org and World Vision: 0870 850 2005 
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Abby King, Tearfund on 020 8943 7901 Mobile: 07767 473 516 email:abby.king@tearfund.org 
Erica Boardman, Save The Children on 020 7012 6848 Mobile: 07900 826 574 
email: e.Boardman@savethechildren.org.uk 

Bruce Whitehead, Media Co-ordinator, MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY 

Tel: 020 7561 7614 Mobile: 07921 231 874 
email: bruce.whitehead@actionaid.org
